Greater access to life-changing medicine for
Australians with ADHD
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Australian adults living with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) will soon
have more affordable access to a life-changing treatment option, thanks to its expanded
listing on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS).

On 1 February, the Government is expanding the listing of Vyvanse® (lisdexamfetamine)
to include patients who are diagnosed with ADHD after they turn 18 years old.

The PBS listing extension means Vyvanse® is now subsidised for Australians diagnosed
as adults, rather than as children.

Around 20,000 patients accessed a comparable treatment for this condition and could
benefit from this new treatment option. Without PBS subsidy, patients might pay more
than $1,200 per year for treatment. They will now pay $41.30 per script, or $6.60 with a
concession card.

ADHD can look different in adults, with some symptoms overlooked. This medicine may
help to increase a patient’s ability to pay attention, stay focused, and stop fidgeting.

Some studies suggest that up to three per cent of Australian adults have ADHD.

The Australian Government continues to make important medicines available to
Australians at affordable prices.

This listing has been recommended by the independent Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory
Committee.
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Since 2013, the Australian Government has approved more than 2,550 new or amended
listings on the PBS. This represents an average of around 30 listings or amendments per
month — or one each day — at an overall investment by the Government of $12.4 billion.

The Government’s commitment to ensuring Australians can access affordable medicines,
when they need them, remains rock solid.
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